THE AMAZON WARRIOR QUEEN HIPPOLYTA

In Greek mythology, Hippolyta, Hippoliyte, or Hippolyte (UwmoAUTn)
was the Amazonian queen who possessed a magical girdle she was
given by her father Ares, the god of war. The girdle was a waist
belt that signified her authority as queen of the Amazons. She
figures prominently in the myths of both Heracles and Theseus. As
such, the stories about her are varied enough that they may actually
be about a few different characters

In the myth of Heracles, Hippolyta's girdle was the object of his
ninth labor. He was sent to retrieve it for Admeta, the daughter of
King Eurystheus. Most versions of the story say that Hippolyta was
so impressed with Heracles that she gave him the girdle without
argument, perhaps while visiting him on his ship. Then (according to
Apollodorus), the goddess Hera, making herself appear as one of the
Amazons, spread a rumor among them that Hercules and his crew
were actually abducting their queen. So the Amazons attacked the
ship. In the fray that followed, Heracles slew Hippolyta, stripped
her of the belt, fought off the attackers, and sailed away.

In the myth of Theseus, the hero joined Heracles in his expedition,
or went on a separate expedition later, and was actually the one who
had the encounter with Hippolyta. Some versions say he abducted
her, some that Heracles did the abducting but gave her to Theseus
as spoils, and others that she fell in love with Theseus and betrayed
the Amazons by willingly leaving with him. In any case, she was taken
to Athens where she was wed to Theseus, being the only Amazon to
ever marry. In some renditions the other Amazons became enraged
at the marriage and attacked Athens. This was the Attic War, in
which they were defeated by Athenian forces under Theseus or
Heracles. In other renditions Theseus later put Hippolyta aside to
marry Phaedra. So Hippolyta rallied her Amazons to attack the
wedding ceremony. When the defenders closed the doors on the
attackers, either Hippolyta was killed, or Theseus directly killed her
in the fight, she was accidentally killed by another Amazon,
Molpadia, while fighting by Theseus’ side, or was accidentally killed
by her sister Penthesilea during this battle or in a separate incident.



There are also stories that Hippolyta or Antiope later bore Theseus
a son, Hippolytus.

A medieval variation is alluded to in Geoffrey Chaucer's Canterbury
Tales at the beginning of the “"Knight's Tale,” where it says:
“Certainly, if it were not too lengthy to listen to, I would have told
you fully how the realm of Scythia was conquered by Theseus and his
knights; of the great battle on that occasion between the Athenians
and the Amazons; how Hippolyta, the fair, brave queen of Scythia,
was besieged; of the feast at their wedding: and of the tempest at
their home-coming.

Z1nv eAAnvikn puBoloyia , ImmoAuTn, Hippoliyte n Hippolyte (InmoAUTN)
Atav Twv Apalovwy n PaciAicoa, mou Karteixe pia payikn {wvn mou
00Onke amo Tov marépa TG Tov Apn , Tov Bed Tou moAépou. H Twvn
Atav pia {Wwvn oTn Héon wou onparodotnoe Thv efoucia Tne w¢ PaciAicoa
Twv Apalovwy. ‘Exel mapouoia edpavwe oToug HUBoug Téoo Tou HpakAn
600 Kal Tou Onoéa . Ac ek ToUTOU, OI IOTOPIEC VI 'AUTAV Eival adpKeTda
TOIKIAEC WOTE va Pmopei mpayHdTIKA va e€ival yid HEPIKOUC dIAWOoPETIKOUG
XAPAKTNPEC.

Exkdoxn Tou pHUBoU

210 pUOo Tou HpakAn, {wvn Tng InmoAUTNC ATav o évaroc aOAoc . Eixe
oTaAei oTic Apaloveg yid va ThV amoKTNOE! yia Aoydplaopod TnG AVTHETAC,
TNG KOpNnC Tou PaciAia EupuoBéa . O1 teploodTePEC EKDOXEC TNC 10TOPIAC
Aéve 0TI IntmoAUTN ATav TOOO evrumwolaopévn He Tov HpakAn wou Tou
£dwoe 1o (wvdpl, Xwpic avTippnon, iowc KaBW¢ Tov emIOKEPONKE OTO
mAoio Tou. XTn ouvéxeia, (oUppwva pe Tov AToAAOdwpo), n Bed Hpa
,HETap@IEoPéVN WC pia and TiIc Apalovecg, di1Edwoe pia onpn peTall Twv
Apalovwy 0TI 0 HpakAng kai To mARpwHaA Tou oTnV mpaypatikoTnta Oa
ariyayav tnpaciAicoa Touc. Etol, o1 Apalovec emiTEOnKav oTo wAoio.
2Tn oupwAokn ou akoAouOnoe, o HpakAng okotwoe TRV ImmoAUTn,
ATOYUHVWVOVTAC TNV and Tn {wvn, moAéunoe Toug eioPoAeic, Kal émAsuoe
Hakpid.

2710 HUBO TOoUu Onoéa, o Npwacg oUPHETEIXE He Tov HpakAn otnv
EKOTpATEia ToUu, R mAye ot pia EXwPIOTA arooToAR apyoTepd, Kai Rrav
oTNV TPAYHATIKOTNTA AUTOC ToU €iXe Tn ouvavrnon pe tnv InmwoAUTN.
Opiopévec ekOOXEC AEve OTI QUTOC Thv amnyaye, Kamolol oTI o HpakAng
£kave Tov araywyéd, aAAa Tnv €dwoe oTtov Onoéa wg Ad@upo, Kai aAAol



oTi N InmoAUTN epwTeUTNKE TOov ONnoéa Kai €10l Tpodwoe n idia TIC
Apalovec @euyovrac pali Tou pe Tn dIkA TNG BéAnon.. Onw¢ kai va
gyivav Ta mpaypara, HeTapépOnke otnv ABnva, omou wavrpeUTNKE Tov
Onoéa, kai gival n povn Apalova mou waAvIPEUTNKE OTE. 2 & OPIOHEVEG
napadoocic ol dAe¢ Apalovec e€opyioTnkav He To yapo Kai emiTéOnkav
oTnv ABnva. AuTtih ATav o ATTIKOC TToAspog , oTov omoio viknOnkav anod
TIC AOnvdikéc duvapelc umd Tov Onoéa N Tov HpakAn. X& aAAeg
mapadooeic o Onoéac apyotepa EPaAe Tnv InmoAUTN OoTNV akpn yia va
navrpeutei Thv Baidpa . ‘Evol n InnoAUTn ouoneipwoe TiIC Apaloveg Tng
va emiTeOoUV oTnv yapnAia TeAetn. OTav ol UepdomioTEC EKAEIOE TIC
TOPTEC YIa TOUC emiTIOEéPevoug, €ite N InmoAUTN okoTWONKE, N 0 Onotac
TNV OKOTWOE AaneuBOeiac oTov Kauyd, N TEAIKA okoTwONKke kata AaGog
and aAAn Apalova, tnv Molpadia , eviv aywvi{éTav oTo wAgupd Tou
Onota, n okoTWONKe Kata AdGoc amo Tnv adeApn Tng Penthesilea kara
Tn di1dpKeId AUTAC TNC HAXNC N ot éva EeXxwploTo mepPIoTATIKO. Ymdpxouv
emiong 10Topiec ou avagépouv oTi  InmwoAUTN A N AvTIOTN apyoTepa
vévvnoav otov Onoéa éva yio, Tov ImtmoAuto

Mia pecaiwviki napalAayn avapépOnke otou Geoffrey Chaucer 's
‘IoTopieg Tou Canterbury’ oTnv apxn Tng ‘iotopiag Tou IwmoTn ', 6wou
Aég1: «Ziyoupa, av dev nrav urepPoAika XpovoPopeC ol 1I0TopieC yia va
akouoToUv, Oa oac cixa wel wARpw¢ Tw¢ To PaciAeio Tng Zkudiag
KATAKTNONKE amd Tov Onoéa Kal Tou¢ mOAEHIOTEC Tou..yld TnV HeEyaAn
paxn Twv AOnvaiwv evavriov Twv Apalovwy.. tw¢ N InwoAUTn, n
dikain, yevvaia paciAicoa Tng ZkuBiag, woAlopKNONKe... yid Tn YIOpTA ToU
YApou TouG... Kal TNC TPIKUHIAC mou eNABE 0TO HEAAOUHEVO OTITIKO TOUC
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