The Lernaean Hydra

In Greek mythology, the Lernaean Hydra was an ancient serpent-like water monster with
reptilian traits. It possessed many heads — the poets mention more heads than the vase-
painters could paint — and for each head cut off it grew two more. It had a poisonous
breath and blood so virulent that even its tracks were deadly. The Hydra of Lerna was killed
by Hercules as the second of his Twelve Labours. Its lair was the lake of Lerna in the Argolid,
though archaeology has borne out the myth that the sacred site was older even than the
Mycenaean city of Argos since Lerna was the site of the myth of the Danaids. Beneath the
waters was an entrance to the Underworld, and the Hydra was its guardian.

The Second Labour of Hercules

Eurystheus sent Heracles to slay the Hydra, which Hera had raised just to slay Hercules.
Upon reaching the swamp near Lake Lerna, where the Hydra dwelt, Heracles covered his
mouth and nose with a cloth to protect himself from the poisonous fumes. He fired flaming
arrows into the Hydra's lair, the spring of Amymone, a deep cave that it only came out of to
terrorize neighbouring villages. He then confronted the Hydra, wielding a harvesting sickle
(according to some early vase-paintings), a sword or his famed club. Ruck and Staples (1994:
170) have pointed out that the chthonic creature's reaction was botanical: upon cutting off
each of its heads he found that two grew back, an expression of the hopelessness of such a
struggle for any but the hero. The strength of the Hydra was that it was invulnerable only if it
retained at least one head ,therefore it should totally be destroyed in order not to be a
threat any more.



Aepvala Yopa

Ztnv eAAnvikn puBoloyia, n Agpvaia’Ydpa Atav éva apxaio ¢idtLmou €polle Ue To TEPOC TOU
VEPOU UE EPTIETOELSN XAPOKTNPLOTIKA. Katelye mMOANA kepAALA - OL TOLNTEC avadEpouy
TEPLOCOTEPA KEDAALA ATIO QUTA TIOU TA OYYELOYPAdOL propoucav va {wypadioouv - Kal yla
KaBe keddAL mou amokoBotav dputpwvav SVo. Eixe SnAntnplwdn avarmvor] Kat To aipa T0co
TOELKO OTL AKOUN KAl KOPUATLA Tou ATav Bavatndopa. H'YSpa Aépvag okotwOnke amod Tov
HpakAn wg to deUtepo amo toug dwdeka aBAoug tou. H dwAld Tou Tépatog nTav n Alpvn
™¢ Aépvag otnv ApyoAida, Kkatn apxatoloyia €xel amodexbel To pUBO OTL 0 LEPOG TOTIOC
NTav LEYAAUTEPOG OKOUA KAl Ao T LUKNVAikn TTOAN Tou Apyoug armo tn OTLyUN ToU N
A€pva nTav n neploxn Tou pUBou twv Aavaidwyv. Katw amnod ta vepd nrav pio eilcodog otov
Katw Koopo, kat n'Yépa Atav o kndeuovag tou.

O deUtepoc ABAoG Tou HpakAn

O EupucBiag £otelle Tov HpakAn va okotwaoel Tn Agpvaia 'Yépa, mou n'Hpa eixe
SNULOUPYNOEL LOVO YLla VO OKOTWOoEL Tov HpakAr. Otdvovtag otov BAATO Kovta otn Aluvn
Aépva, 6mou n'Yopa Katolkouae, 0 HpakANG KAAUTITEL TO OTOMA KL TN HUTN TOU WE €va Tavi
yla va TIpOoTATEVCEL TOV EQUTO TOU aTto TI¢ SNANTNPLWEeLg avadbuulaoelc. EpiEe dAeyoueva
BEAN otnv dwALA TNG'YSpAG, oTnV INyn TG ALUMWYNG TTOU ATaV o€ plo Babld onnAld ano
TNV omola To TEPag £BYaLVE yLo VO TPOHOKPATOEL TO YELTOVIKA XWPLA. TN CUVEXELL
avtlpetwrtilel tn Agpvaia'Yopa, kpatwvtag Eva SpemAvL GUYKOULONAC (cUudwva e
OPLOPEVEG QVATIOPOOTACELS O TIPWLUA TNALVAL ayyeia) , éva omabi i to PpnuLopévo pomalod
tou. O Ruck kat o Staples (1994: 170) £€xouv emuonuAvel OTL N avtidpaon tou xBoviou
TAGOLOTOC NTAV OTIWC TWV GUTWV: KOPBovtag KABe Eva amo ta kedpaAla tou Stamictwoe otL
600 pUuTpwvav otn B£on Tou, Sivovtag pla Ekdpacn AMOYVWOonG EVOG TETOLOU aywva yLa
OTIOLOVONTIOTE, EKTOC Ao Tov Rpwa HpakAn.. H 8Uvaun tg'Yopag ftav OTL ATav Atpwtn
KON KaL av eixe dtatnpnBei touhdylotov éva Kep At TNG,apa EMpene va eEovtwbel
OAOKANPWTIKA yLa va UNnVv amoteAel kivduvo.
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