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The Treasury (Arabic: al-Khazneh), the most magnificent of Petra’s monuments. One of the most
elegant remains of the ancient world, it is carved out of solid rock and stands over 40 meters high.

The Treasury was probably constructed in the 1st century BC. As its design has no precedent in
Petra, it is thought that it was carved by Near-Eastern Hellenistic architects.

The purpose of the Treasury remains something of a mystery. One thing that is fairly certain,
however, is that it was not a treasury. In reality, the Treasury is generally believed to be a temple or
a royal tomb, but neither conclusion is certain.

The tomb/temple got its popular name from the Bedouin belief that pirates hid ancient pharoanic
treasures in the tholos (giant stone urn) which stands in the center of the second level. In an attempt
to release the treasure, Bedouins periodically fired guns at it — the bullet holes which are still
clearly visible on the urn.

When the first Western visitors arrived at Petra in the 19th century, a stream ran from Sig and
across the plaza. The stream has since been diverted and the plaza leveled for the sake of tourists.

To ©noavpo@uAdkelo (Apapika al-Khazneh) eival to mio a&lo8adpacTo amno ta Pvnueia g
Métpag. ‘Eva amo To 1o KopPa omopeIvapIo TOU apxaiou KOGUOoU, gival OKOAIOPEVO aTO Bpdyo Kal
OTEKETOL TTAVW OTO 40 pETPa YOG .

To ©NoauPOPUAAKEIO HAANOV KOTOOKEVAOTNKE Tov 10 al. T. X. Kabw¢ To oxE10 Tou OeV EXEL
Tponyoluevo atnv METPa, MOTEVETAL OTI EYIVE OO APXITEKTOVEC TNG EAANVICTIKAG Eyy0(
AVOTOANC.

O 0KOTIOC TOL ONCOVPOPUACKEIOL TOPAUEVEL HUOTNPIWONG. KATI IOV €ival apKeTd aiyoupo, OUwC,
givat 0TI 6ev ATOV BNOAVPOPUAGKELD. ZTNV TPAYMATIKOTNTO, YEVIKA TIOTEVETAL OTI TO
©OnoavpPOPUAAKELD ATAV €vac VOOC 1 Evag BAcIAIKOG TAPOC, AAAG KOVEVO CUUTIEPACHA dEV Eival
BéRato.

O T1apo¢/vaog mrPe To AATKO Tou Gvopa anod tnv Bedouivikn memoibnan oTi ol MEIPATEC EKpuYaY
apxaioug @apawvikoug Bnaaupol atov B0A0 (yryavTiaia TETPIvN de&apevn) mou BpioKeTal aTo
KEVTPO TOL deVTEPOL EMIMEDOL. Z€ Ula TTPOoTIABEID VO TTAPOLY To Bnaaupd, ot Bedouivol Katd
dlaoTAPATA To TUPOROANCAV- Ol TPUTIEC OTO TIC OQAIPEC EIVOL OKOUO KOBapd opaTeG 0T OEEAUEVN).



